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was indispensable, and treated her Ministers and her
Court with bumpkin familiarity, with daffings and
pats on the back if they were respectful to him, and
the rudest snubs and contradictions if they failed.
Such licence passed unnoticed by the Queen or, at
any rate, seemed to her not to signify since she was
accustomed to his unceremonious ways herself. If
she could put up with them, so could the others.
Disraeli was a favourite of his, for he was careful
to ask after " Mr. Brown " when he wrote to the
Queen, and he made himself very agreeable when
they met.

Such in outline is the faithful picture of the part
which Brown played in the Queen's domestic life
as presented by her in the extracts from her Journal
which she herself subsequently published. It can
only afford food for ridicule to those who fail to
understand the candour and homeliness of her
character. Below his bad manners and ill bred airs
of importance, which undoubtedly caused much
annoyance to the family circle, she saw and rightly
valued his genuine devotion to herself. Above all
he gave her day by day that sense of security and
protection of which, as she had intimated to Lord
Charles Fitzroy, she stood so sorely in need, and we
may regard him as administering to her, by the mere
fact of his constant and reliable presence, some sort
or rasping yet comforting tonic which without doubt
had by degrees the most beneficial effect on that
painful hypochondria which caused her seclusion.
He helped to build up the confidence which enabled
her to face her duties again. Together with this
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